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The Commandant of the Coast Guard takes great pleasure in presenting the United States Coast 

Guard Certificate of Merit to Mr. Steve Cochran, USCG (Ret.), for his service with the United 

States Coast Guard Pipe Band. During this period, Mr. Cochran played a vital role in the 

successful and stirring musical performances of the Pipe Band at annual Coast Guard Festivals in 

Grand Haven, Michigan -- designated by an act of Congress as "Coast Guard City, USA." In 

2011, the U.S. Coast Guard Pipe Band chose to celebrate its 10th anniversary at the Grand 

Haven Coast Guard Festival. Despite personal sacrifices and out-of-pocket expenses averaging 

$1,000 per trip, Mr. Cochran enthusiastically participated in the Grand Haven Festival on all ten 

occasions. As a Pipe Sergeant, he demonstrated true professionalism, exceptional musical talent 

and a willingness to volunteer many hours of his own time to practice alone and with his 

shipmates. As a result, the U.S. Coast Guard Pipe Band's performances at the festival's Coast 

Guard Day parade and memorial service have become a summer tradition in Grand Haven, 

drawing thunderous applause and a warm reception from nearly 100,000 spectators each year. 

Mr. Cochran's diligence, perseverance and devotion to duty are most heartily commended and 

are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and the Coast Guard 

Auxiliary. 
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